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Dark Tourism: Opening a new horizon in Bioethics

Rihito Kimura
Professor Emeritus of Bioethics and Law, Waseda University

Abstract

The rise of “Dark Tourism” is an opportunity for a new and imaginative education agenda in the supra-
interdisciplinary study of Bioethics.

The human tragedies caused by inhumane acts of war, and behavior such as racism should be critically
studied as an integrated part of Bioethics education.

The method of “Narrative Approach” is taken in this article based on the author’s visits to sites of
medical experiments on humans. The essay compares visits to the Japanese biological warfare
headquarters for the human experiments in Pingfang, China during World War II. with visits to Nazi
concentration camps at Auschwitz and Dachau. There are shocking differences between how German and
Japanese medical war criminals were dealt with by the U.S. Government. Among the 23 indicted German
medical experts, 16 were found guilty and 7 of them were sentenced death. On the other hand, Japanese
doctors who had done similar sorts of experiments as Nazi’s doctors were granted immunity from
prosecution of war crimes in secret exchange for providing all the “invaluable” human data of experiments
to the U.S. military intelligence channels.

The author acquired copies of declassified confidential “Top Secret” documents in 1985 at the U.S.
National Archives. The U.S. military officers in 1947, stated that they “strongly believe” the value to the
U.S. of Japanese biological war data is of such importance to national security as to far outweigh the value
accruing from “war crimes” prosecution. However, the officer mentioned this commitment might later be
the cause of serious embarrassment to the United States.
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