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Interview with 
Dr. Elyse I. Summers, President & CEO, 
and Dr. Sarah H. Kiskaddon, Director 
of Global Development & Public Affairs, 
Association for the Accreditation of Human 
Research Protection Program (AAHRPP)
─ Recent trend of human subject protection system 

in the U.S. and in the world ─
Elyse I. Summers　　Sarah H. Kiskaddon

Association for the Accreditation of Human Research Protection Program (AAHRPP)

Interviewer: Chieko Kurihara
Quality Assurance and Audit Office, National Institute of Radiological Sciences,

National Institute for Quantum and Radiological Science and Technology
(June 10, 2015, at the office of the Association for the Accreditation of Human Research Protection 
Program, Washington, D.C., United States, and additional information exchanges through e-mails.)

Abstract
　　This is a record of interview with Dr. Elyse I. Summers, President & CEO, and Dr. Sarah H. 
Kiskaddon, Vice President, Global Development & Public Affairs, Association for the Accreditation of 
Human Research Protection Program (AAHRPP) in June 2015, and following discussion through the 
process of construction of this interview article.
　　Recently, an increasing number of institutions that conduct research involving human subjects are 
getting accreditation by AAHRPP. AAHRPP accreditation system is for the whole institutional program for 
human research subject protection, not limited to IRB (institutional review board) or EC (ethics 
committee). Recently the trend of research communities in the United States (U.S.) and some of Asian 
countries such as Korea and Taiwan is shifting from “IRB-oriented” to “HRPP-oriented” human subject 
protection.
　　AAHRPP is a non-governmental, not-for-profit organization, keeping partnership with government. 
Although their accreditation is not legally-obligated process, it is well- acknowledged assurance of 
compliance with governmental regulations, and as a result, it works as a proof of trust-worthy institutional 
practices. Also, recent trends in the U.S. and in some Asian countries shows that pharmaceutical 
companies prefer to work with AAHRPP-accredited institutions; and the “single IRB approach” for multi-
center research seems to promote reviews at AAHRPP-accredited institutions.
　　In Japan, a new law for clinical research is going to be enacted and some institutions are interested in 
AAHRPP accreditation. In this context, it is a good opportunity for the Japanese research community to 
discuss more about HRPP-oriented human subject protection and the possibility of getting international 
accreditation of HRPPs, such as AAHRPP.
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1．Introduction: increasing 
AAHRPP-accredited institutions 
in Asia
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Table 1　Increasing number of AAHRPP-accredited institutes in the world
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2．Establishment and development 
of AAHRPP

Summers

Table 2　AAHARPP accredited institutes in Asian countries and IRB observation there
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Fig. 1　Situations of research regulations and IRB/EC qualification system 
in Japan, as of March 2017
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3．Shifting from “IRB-oriented” 
to “HRPP-oriented”
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Fig. 2　Human Research Protection Program (HRPP)
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4．How to get accreditation
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5．Incentives to get accreditation
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6．Electronic IRB and central IRB
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Table 3　Clinical investigator findings ‒ 2015
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