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Unveiling the secret of the IOM report
“To Err is Human”: what we Japanese have not known yet

Takeo Saio
Fuji Toranomon Health Promotion Center

Abstract

Background : In the end of 1999, the Institute of Medicine (IOM) of United States issued a shocking
review on medical errors entitled “To Err is Human” which claims thousands of US citizens die with
medical errors annually and it was extensively reported by the media. After that, the validity of its claim
was thoroughly scrutinized by various medical scientists in the US. Though Japan also came under the
influence of the IOM review, those criticisms on the review in the US are unreported in Japan.

Method : Non-systematic review of the literature concerning criticism on the IOM report.

Results : The scandalous media coverage on the report had arisen from the violation of the press restraints
of academic research (embargo break). The accusation of medical practice as the key factor of in-hospital
death in the IOM report is based on two previous research studies on medical errors : 1) the Harvard
Medical Practice Study (HMPS) of 1984 data and 2) the Utah-Colorado study of 1992 data. But those
studies have serious limitations in their validity, and they overestimated the death rates due to medical
errors. The HMPS’s claim on mortality with medical errors was already refuted by the American Medical
Association (AMA) in its publication of 1991. The controversy on the IOM report was the second-time
challenge to HMPS’s claim.

Conclusions : In the age of evidence-based medicine (EBM), the IOM report became scrutinized in the
US, but Japanese researchers on medical safety did not appraise the report critically. The US controversy
on the report was totally neglected in Japan.
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1. FU®IC

1999 4F 12 H 12 K[E Institute of Medicine (IOM)
N A K U 72 “To Erris Human : building a safer
health system” ¥ (ATFIOM UL & — b) 13, FEFH
ITHE%, MAPICHUNERL 527, ZOLK—
MEDAETE T ISR X, RO %E
BT IRHARBOEAELE SR TS, 20
LVAR— P 2EEEE 5 2 72013, KETIEHREI X
R[ERIOMWITIZ & B [EEEFR (medical error) T
4.1 44,000 ~ 98,000 A & D AR AL L T
B0, ZOKRIIEENZQEOHAEEZED 2D,
I 22 MET B AT L5572 0F 5L,
IEULOKEARS Z 2 THbE 2 EfEffiL -2 &7
12k 3. KRETIEZ RIS U 7-F % O 28 5
N7z ZOVE— by E ORI
LRELWEELGZ-ZEIEESETE 0.

L2»L, MEHoMT 84 ARICI
Troyen A. Brennan 9 (Troyen A. Brennan i3 IOM
LR — P AERFGEFRIC K BHET 5 2D ABD
RRES D ORI E L7z2008% (#hikd 1991 4F
D HMPS &3 % 2000 - AKD a1 7 F K- 2
2RO W OLFEETHD, IOM LK —
FOFEE X VY= Lucian Leape & 12 HMPS
e &I L 72 THh 2) 12k, FEHERIC
Clement J. McDonald 5 ¥ 12k 1, #¥14E#% 121
Harold C. Sox Jr. 5" 12k 0, £72M1F7 5 A
#1212 Rodney A. Hayward 5% 12k, ZO®E
HNEEE L 55> R KOHHTH 5, HOEFER
FUZ K BT S5 2PECED ABDORTES D 2EFE T
by, AL st kETIR SR
TW5DThH% (Table 1). 512, ZOKIE*
“WHEHTH2”Y, bHVE“TasHy 270
EFEFTHHLTCHWBEALBEE NS (hE, Z5L
72 HEENZ 5 U, Clement J. McDonald 5 @ ¥

Table 1 Criticisms on the IOM report

VB ABIE TS 5.

(marketing ploy) 12721 24\,

Troyen A. Brennan (FU B LT > K™y« 4 > XfwkR) (CL B3

® IOML K — P2l L7=2 007 (HMPSHIZEE 20 7 F k% - 22 KRE)
iy BT D BHEERSR (preventable adverse event)” DR, HL L THHFEE
LCRIZEE L2307, Blgacz<hhy, BENERERBEICBT53DI1I07E

& HERENVINTCIRBENRFREORNEE - AT XD DLW #EEGZ T
D, ZhH~ 22 IFEICE RMEI TS,

o HNBITIiZIXCYE LT, BRENOESLBL OB & > TREMNEEE L 72
EONPNLKDEDBD, SHOEEMERETHDE L NIDIZENTETHS.

® 1991 FDHMPSIZEDAFKAE 2T T, REOBOEE 2% $ 5 4R TH 5 KE
[F# ket e A ERZ (Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Orga-
nizations : JCAHO) M [EHEHIU DG L 755 4 N2 b (sentinel event) % Hik -
BT &1 5720, IOML K- MIZDZ LiZfilihi T,

® IOMLK—FTRERIVVY2—2%&Mi558E LT, EEEEAMIETZ LSS LT
WBM, ZI LV AT LADOEA - MFFEHIZIZ S KaGkE WL, Ro KR
HOPTZOEMERNT2DFS 5 Z L Tidkn.

® [OM VLK — b CIEEFRRFRORERELINT 2 L OIEE L T34, [EEGEGOI
B S T nwllE, BRAGR U 5 OEERS 0, [REEROIZE A fUE
T3 720D ER A 7 (epidemiological science of error detection) ASHENT
LaWE T, BREEBBIEEZES, FAEMRIO 2 nWili4 OGE) o fF &
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Table 1 Criticisms on the IOM report (continue)

® IOMU K — b T, EFEHFICHT 2 IEARD HRNBEE OHEEZ IS LTV 2525,
ZDV A= b TERBEDERIEAMIESND HE 0, ERITHS 5 ERRO# B
DAFENZAEE D, MRMISTFRO LR LIRS 28E1H 5.

Clement J. McDonald (1 > 7 1« 7+ XZZ{LHREL> 4—) 5IC&5HLH

® IOMU A — AL L7222 0D BIERIIZIC &3, RIS & LT L D]
DRRBIRZGEW T 2 & D Tid &,

® IOMLER— 2R E L7Z200F%D > 5, 30T FR¥E - 22 KR¥EHRETIE,
HERZRTOWERERE L TIVEN, AHER THAZZOHE IR EN
TELT, EEHREIEC E DR AT 5 3 O TidA0.

® IOMLUER— bAMME L72200Hf%%D 5 B, HMPSHfZ%ETIX, AHHEROLE R
TWERERE (Thabb, EEOEBREX 2L TEHEROESWED) AROH LT
Batl, ZoOME, AERROLE - TONEEIEHNVELTWED, XN—2F
AVORE) 2T PR ENTES Y, EFHRIZK>TEDL SV 22 23
Mg 22RHE»TENY (FLT, 20D 27 OBEINERARELE T — 4765 %
L, JEWITAENITTH D). 72, HADZEKKKFNFHATH I LS, B
JERETEINT, AHFRORE =FH-b TOREREAHRREOR X T EWE-
L TORERE T 2 2 L g Eknmn. WEBERENTE ST, AHHERIC
KBWEE D IS Iz, X612, ZOWMRTY Y TILamii L7z
B, EHOHW ETIZRAD TS > T, AFFROMEN L0 I
BERTIE AL, LD 27 DEOHRTHIEELEER->THBEZ L6, A
B — AR DERERIIC L 35D ) 27 KIS > TR alBEMEA S 5.

o BT OLA B HE AL REGHINE, [KEOHFROBE A S XI5 3D TE
BODIZ, IOM U AR — b TIRIEFRHBROBEESERE OBHEL R TWE 71 Th
3.

Harold C. Sox Jr. (§—h< R - EvFaAv VEEE2—) 5ICKB#H

® ARIZHITBERFEFIC L A HME TN L2 ESIRI N TH 5 ¥, HIRT
fFo N7z ABEh OBEOEFHEZIC K 2T HE, SROEBABEE BT S
ZHHFHRROFG 2 E LHEMICHI T L Ic T oLiEshs.

o TS AAHELR MHHHERLEOVRIZESZ L WS IOML K — FDTHEOR
HUASHH & T,

® IOMUsK— P2l L7222 0D T, #1952 HEFR 28R LTHLT
TS BHEHEFR BKEBICRD SN TS,

® L7hoT, IOMVA— MIE “BRESHSZ LT 5 Z LIZ K DEET 5 25087
ERMULZHEIRENTEST, 20 LK - THROKE &, D TEBNTH
D, w4 E L KL<

Rodney A. Hayward CREI7ZEHEAR) 5k 5#tH

® [OM L K— bOHEGHIRNT B2 E R L LT, MEAIZT 7 i OEHE AR REE v
VA —DRFELEE SV Y TS T O 7 HARETHITET S 558" OHIG
ERILAZEZ A, BEDT 7Mbb AU 2 72580322.7% (55, “BZ 67
HBHVE TEFIZ” BT A 7203 6%), AEFLRETERTE 3 H5DOEED6%
128 Eo72, fEREIREX < 3 » AU EAAF L 7201881 D & % HIXAEFESED 0.5%
(10,000 ABEIZ 1[0 12§ & Zh - 7.
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XK ENz512, IOML E— b OfEKIHE
b 7z Lucian L. Leape = & 2 &'V 248 X h
T3 (Table 2)).

KEIERATZ O 5 MMaEIC 8, 2O
DG ERT 2H Y 285D, Suzan Dentzer
DILFEY K EDTr AN ERTIE, 74 T
IOM LK — b TET 6 M7z [REHERIC X 2 5EH
Fryv—v g FUCED EFAERD 725728,
s hTna,

§iH51320054F-9H, Z DR A 45/ L 72 Harold C.
Sox Jr. (Annals of Internal Medicine ¥ : IOM
L — LGRS AL 72203, ¥ — b X -
by Fay VEEY Y X —ITHEE 24 VA
Ya— LAGETHE LAY, 20#%EbAET
IZZOIOM L A — b OREZ BT 5 53, B
TSR 5 & BT B[R MeE - BaMias S 2130
BHELT, EFhIRE (EhsEWeb) T3CHkM
RELTEZN TS - iLHIHO2 569, %
72 Z ORI P HEEC RS & ERHIC L THl
SV, ZIZTEZIEARIZT, KHTIOM L
A= MItFaitHEEewrTL LT3,

2. 77427 h5M% - -5EE
FROIOMLVR—- 2Ry —2 3 FLiZikb

Kotz “bF ol Td b Suzan Denzer D
HEY aFt L, B, OB REZLAHNT

H5. TR, FICHROLREIZLS.

FIIIOM LK — b 2VREITARE AFHEICE 5 7=
DiE, Robert Bazzell &9 K[ENBC DR ]
L FUEORBEF N2 TF 2OV TD ) v
T4y 3y THEA) 2, W@EO~ 23 IET
OFRIHEBIEM L 1ZHL— F TIOML F— b & A
FL220, @HETHNITL K- DAFKE R
TN 31390 “WE Bl (embargo) DfREE”
EVIIL—JLIZIES S, IOM LK — b DIERJEH
D2HAHZNER Y Z T ITRELHRLESLATL
FolnEmlENnS D7,

Z i k@ Harold C. Sox Jr.ND £ Vv &
Ea—" ORICEWEZ EER, BEDESE 5
ToRFHEEIIZLL T DL B = hid B LS.
Thabb, RFEFOMATEN2 VEAMGIZ, <2
AIMEFICED KD BB HEEINDLDMIZD
WTOFERE A =L HD VWL, wisof
TTOHETIZ 2T INEMTESL LS, L2l
W ENFT XN 5 THEL &\ (embargo)
EHZEHTVWE. ZLTCIDL— L5728
B, TOXAT 4 7L, HuiHERREEET I A -0
2 AV VLD, RITOEEG Y
BIEMAEBIC S KB LV HMATHS. ©A
b, EHE~Z3 RT3 EOMIC G,
ZONL=NIZfEbaWGA, E20BELE, 4
AR AL E L TRETE LS LD L0 T X
Dy b BB B WIETIE, FEEELIT-7-L

Table 2 Refutation by Lucian L. Leape

WOT, FHHIEORE I TH 5.

I TORMD BZFERLD DB 5.

® [ilMAME L2=WZRIck s L, BOERAEFRZ20 ~40% & b5 D721 5, EAIA XDV TV LW ERGE
MEP LD 72K T ADH B3 HMPSWIFE TR & LRFG#HH 2 Bt LT 3 7210 e D TRtdr &
NTNENIZAEL TADHDLEEADZRETHH- T, LA, REEREIENEED /2.

HMPS 2212 flAa AN TG U 725865 >~ 7 ovid, EREE 7S T T,

JEGIY ¥ TN %145 7201 ffi5 7zl A ANSEHE (IREGEZEA 6 3 CICE L AV AE L T 5 &
5 Z EARTHA) OEHIZ, UV AZRT (FRLEE L ViR L 32 @S0 2 85EK) Cldk

O HRTHITOILE 4 E & REHHMBHAIE L L CTidd 52D T, HMPSHFZE TRET L 72 ABirh o RFEE e D
R DL EIC, REGHRATIEA T D AIZZ VT T 72,

® HMPSHlIFIZ#% A1 X fFE 7225, WL DA DRIANE W% TIRIEEHBIEIZ S > LSO T, i3 h HMPS
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Yo =7 AR O REFEY VR DT AT
L, ZThh <23 IO#HL T3 722 Bk
ENZ EEIECERTOBEREEN & FE L,
NEJMSZ DV ¥ 2 — 7 hamai & H 07z 0 [RREF
HET 72D THD%5FMEIEL 228 v S Hiff
nd5Y).

ZOL—LOBTERIZE=a—A VT TV FEE
MeRE  (New England Journal of Medicine : NEJM)
DI Franz Ingelfinger D £1E L 7= Ingelfin-
ger rule’” ¥ 2B B, THIEIAETIHLORE
WALEE Gho72EMTHEEMBIL 2N 72D T
EHhd) EAXVUFY) T4 —EHERT B0,
19694-& 0, NEJMTIIhTHEI NI DX
WRPERTEROAZIBT 2 Z LICL2Z kil
e, RO ARIZT 2 MHITH S, 20
FRANAA K — DR EMVMEZEICID Ah b h
WX THATINTHhE XA F 4 THARIIH LT,
WHOEFEREIEZ B &0 (s ik b
MNofz, L2L, AT 4 TIZEHEHT 5 720Dk
MABEZ L WS Z T, X oFFT 1ER RIS
AT 4 THNHIZERBIREE N 2D TH 5.

7275, 2O —)Li3EEO B E N, A%
B EONRAFRORENE (2L 213, KoOHEE
ERMERIZDOWTOME L 1%, X DOIER AT
TFIZRAL T, MEIYREEWmIAL DD, early re-
lease £ WS JETHRAMGED Y = v TH A b TRE
Eh3) EOHRANVT, MELEHEZ ST T
WEbIF TRV, 77, E¥EMREO NI LD,
HTOHDPNDEREH DX HTHB.

X T, Robert Bazzell DTEHWIZ X D, 19994F11
HA29H®D7%, NBCEABCHA 7=V =a2—2
Hrrvt—ra PN ZOMEEEL, TOFH
=2 —3—2F4LX, TV FUERL,
USA b wF 14— 2—Fo—m4fiD, Xk
E3Kktry PT—2DHD=2—- 2K ETEKRA
FIZHoE Sz, BEEHRED <z - 7.
% 5% 568 5% T4 44,000 ~ 98,000 A & D ARt #H
AL THBE &S B - ABELz Z
TUZIOM LA — + OBEFOFHIZ, “HAEEEE
Bk, BEER (434584%) Kb ¥, FE
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(42,297%) &b ¥, AID (16516%4) &0 & %<
WHATNWE LFEWTH-2ZEIZE LD, T4
bHbH, AT 4 TIZLTANR, “FRII0TAED
AD, REGOHBTHA TWS, ZRIISSESRR
U, AIDTORHEHE LD ET 20 (HdW
3 [Z2D3 20 EHK %A DE 2 BUITIZIX DU
T3] LnuoTE LW &, YREAEHHMLL T
HELRTh 7207 29 LS EHREn
BNT, ZHIEELHDIEEN TS DL, “Hik
(error)” EWI FSEOFD, ITHEHENOHEN
BHRAVWE 55T, KAEEFHEEEOENTH
ZrENTLESK ZLT, ZOMERAKIT
RFRAT R 24T O IR RE DTN E 0D KD,
DUAEEY ZT LHE|ERITEDTHS &0
IREIOM UK — b AEFAL 7= 572128 Bdb 5
T, ZORICHT2AROBLE 572K 510k
Nol=DTh 5.

3. HOWTF—ERRART — a5 DHHE

XTC, AF A THBAIZIOM L E— FTHFEIFH
172 4F- 11 44,000 ~ 98,000 ADFEL= L W\ S i+ %
Y EF7=bd 728, ZoRTAGO 44 K
L7z EToORBIEFE 2L Ahr o FIZD
Beid, BEARMICIEYIRITEZRAKE 720w
I FR¥ - 22 KFOHS" (44,000 A &5
e D ORLE 257 — 2 T19924EDF — &) &,
Harvard Medical Practice Study” *? (HMPS :
191 A K EN72EDT, 19844 D=2 —3 —
SDTF -2 EFLDHIEDT, 98,000 A5 K
ORI ELSED) D2O16/5M7%
A 1997 F DB LD 2K DA A B H B
3,360 FAIZAMEL CTHEZ2D7E 572 IOM LK —
I Z{ER L 7z Janet M. Corrigan, Lucian L. Leape
AIIU®, ZORMTOLKIZET 2 BB
EBAWEHEERAZLIRL T B DIZWEH 5 72,
DFD, HL ETEMOHZE (V& DX 154 & Rl
DT — &) 2 5LELREBEICKL % B8O Abth
DI E, 2KROFMABBE R L & & i
WIS L 2T Ehh 57z,
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25 LAt U7z, IOML K — b &
WX N —72513, ERGEBIRIC K2 HERZ N
ZEFHEFETHHE, MBI S EDr 5720
Thb ThEZzDIFd, HMPSH AR I hiz
199144 EZ, 3 TIZ Z OWFRIZ AR ICH L % 5.
Z, KEIZEAIZ (American Medical Association :
AMA) 78, ZOWMEOFEEHFEIZHEERH D,
HMPS CTHRM & M7z RFGEERIC & 2 FHIECHE K
PEBETERVERGHLEE WS RN HZDT
H5%. vwhiE, IOML &K — T, HMPS &5,
W<, FRATOKRERNAR & R 2 G L T
TOH - NEAERV8FOREEZ A T, HFUE
HRRT 2T IOM IS 22T EDE (1999
FDIOM U K — P DIER X ¥ /¥ — & 1991 4 D
HMPS i X DFHH T § 5 4 73— 1F, Lucian
L. Leape DA TH 3). T LT, EFEHEHIZK
ZHEHEBO RS D IZBET d5mPiddedb L
7=.

AEHOmKIZ, FEHEDHEZHIOM LK — DY
B (ChETICnWThomEs» s I n T
WAEWEDDAR) EHIZELTEL (Table 3).

4., BbHYIC

DIk, IOMV A — btz B L 72, IOM v

A= MEZzUris, HRPIZEERLEICET 5K
WEDBELENFUGRI L, HAETEEEOEYE
LR - =7 I Z OWEHIE DEANDZE
Weho-BERARETHD (2L, TORE
IZOWTUE, WEZEHSET Y M AT D
NTHBELEEFSVEHNVIRRHTH D, SS5ITESD
WhW B EREMIEIZE D, AR - SEEESZ
LW THBEEE D PO & 2 5 ERER AR & F8 5
SHBZZLDHL ENRBEINDLTIATH D).
L2Lans, KEOYZ232ITOIOMULA— |
DYyt —a o, IOMLVF— &K
LMRE-BOHEGRIZE > < DBREIZIFED -
TR,

BEZ10FIZERIIZ, DAENIIRIIED <
[%3%# (evidence-based medicine : EBM) &9 [&
¥ R EOERW - HEmARA SN 20O
EBMO 5k 5OD 27 v 72 6)1Kk5) Ot
M fiiE (b5 VIEEBMO “SEM 2 EA") 12
HBON, “AT T2 MK & 2T 9T
3 XHROBLHIISIR” Th 5. ThidThabb,
BEIR EOREICH LT, MIREIRL T3
HEOWRER GiX) #ROFML, ZoOW%
R Gist) OFEBIELWAEI hEELd L
DF = 2> THRETT 2 (FIROMBIAERS) &
WHZEERBKRLTWS., ZOEZH»6ThUT,

Table 3 Matters in question of the IOM report previously not specified

A TIZERE 2 nTunkny).

0 X T — 4 AEDHEO WME IR IR TOEH, ZOBPELUE FRIMEENTE) 2R hTn
o GEA AL, IOM LUK — FOFARIZIE “A : Background and Methodology” & UL TR E N TV B8,

® X AT, WM aE, 7 — 2#4A (data synthesis) HMTHN7ZTEPR 0.
TERZE B DO FREAH I R T 1 - FHEDRHR S T,

RIS OIFRAE TN FE DS W KA R ST, 728 201, I, NS E2 O -/ MR Tl
MRS EA S K, RABIMFIZ L 2N ZIEL /228, T 5 U 7= BHEITHUZ Bli722 O TR
ENBLDOTII AL, UHEHHEHZ O OOMWEIZ L > T ML~ O LICIZRAR H 5. H 50
I35 HOERBIFERTE (R&D) &, PURERELRE, /S=VF 54 TR - A5 1 ¥ U NHERMEAIZH 508,
2L I RA T 4 THEIREROEN M) AHEERIRE MG TRETH 5.

O [RESEARIZIRG T, BT A AEERIT, CAIEHBLTLHAFERETHEOTHD, AL
A= MIRIR TS &S BB (error detection) ARG & L 7z[RESHRO P IR D LI MR &
LT3, BENECZEZROBIG TOMLD S (error recovery) % +H43ICHE. L T RIE A 6 &
D7EH, IOM VAR — bTiE, REFERSLERLILRIE 2 D25 5h T3,
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IOM L A — b2z 212, LE— N ESG AN
IZWBIRL, IOMLAR— FOBE 5> TWETF—4
ERLSFARAE D ETEDONRTHS. LrL,
DORETIEZS LE#ERE > BRohkr-
7= W CEEEIC R 5 72 LR — b ARG AIZE T,
ZOVHR— P EXKImFEEITE L0 T,
PRI R b Ic b s HIE 5T, %
ABIZHELWZ EBDEAI . HBH0IE, GhE
DL FE— b AEFN%E (Janet M. Corrigan )
RZNEHHIL 72%HE (Harold C. Sox Jr.: ki
DESITYFET2MAL YA — P pkHL
TWBDIZ, ZOLFR— b &K amF DR
mAEBMER I ZODOIEHEDICEE LY. F X
B HDOHAEDEBM 7 — 412, EBM O AR
HThsd, “FEROBREMS” LWHIHEEE
hizgF, FLEAEDLBEOERBERIC “Wakd
YRRl (healthy skepticism)” &5 9% 5%
ENFFIKELTLESTWEDTH 3.

Lz, 19994EIZIOM L K — F o filfr X h
72 KETE, HEPIZH S ERBGE (evidence-
based healthcare policy : EBHC) Dl d T,
DB DOEE B % i 72 i kX o fEHe (L o
B BH5H00, EEOEOWRFE 3H~
DB & S BB L T B 20—k LI
<K, &7, MOERBRBGHIERRESRZ L
I, Kk EE T, WESEDY T
KWIRIRICH 5. £72, 28 %28 “"\NLATTD
BOWE LD 7 — 2 3BT 2 EESBIMET
T AMAIZL <, EBMREBHCIZ/Z& U &
Dh, Lo BERERES 55, 20k
SRR A - RIROBE DO &0 S e 2 A
LWAHT, RREOREMOK LS, IOM L
A=t O =A< L, RA-LTE
ZIZHBDEAD M.
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