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IOMレポート『人は誰でも間違える』の真実

齊尾　武郎
フジ虎ノ門健康増進センター

Unveiling the secret of the IOM report
“To Err is Human”: what we Japanese have not known yet

Takeo Saio
Fuji Toranomon Health Promotion Center

Abstract
Background：In the end of 1999, the Institute of Medicine（IOM）of United States issued a shocking 
review on medical errors entitled“To Err is Human”which claims thousands of US citizens die with 
medical errors annually and it was extensively reported by the media. After that, the validity of its claim 
was thoroughly scrutinized by various medical scientists in the US. Though Japan also came under the 
influence of the IOM review, those criticisms on the review in the US are unreported in Japan.
Method：Non-systematic review of the literature concerning criticism on the IOM report.
Results：The scandalous media coverage on the report had arisen from the violation of the press restraints 
of academic research（embargo break）．The accusation of medical practice as the key factor of in-hospital 
death in the IOM report is based on two previous research studies on medical errors：1）the Harvard 
Medical Practice Study（HMPS）of 1984 data and 2）the Utah-Colorado study of 1992 data. But those 
studies have serious limitations in their validity, and they overestimated the death rates due to medical 
errors. The HMPS’s claim on mortality with medical errors was already refuted by the American Medical 
Association（AMA）in its publication of 1991. The controversy on the IOM report was the second-time 
challenge to HMPS’s claim.
Conclusions：In the age of evidence-based medicine（EBM）, the IOM report became scrutinized in the 
US, but Japanese researchers on medical safety did not appraise the report critically. The US controversy 
on the report was totally neglected in Japan.
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1．はじめに

To Err is Human building a safer 

health system

Troyen A. Brennan（ブリガムアンドウィメンズ病院）による批判

Table 1  Criticisms on the IOM report
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Clement J. McDonald（インディアナ大学老化研究センター）らによる批判

Harold C. Sox Jr.（ダートマス・ヒッチコック医療センター）らによる批判

Rodney A. Hayward（米国在郷軍人局）らによる批判

Table 1  Criticisms on the IOM report （continue）
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Annals of Internal Medicine

2．フライングから始まった騒動

Table 2  Refutation by Lucian L. Leape
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NEJM

New England Journal of Medicine NEJM

NEJM

3．古いデータや未公表データからの外挿
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4．おわりに

Table 3  Matters in question of the IOM report previously not specified
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文　献

To Err is Human building a 

safer health system

Time

Medical errors and patient safety

issues for public hospitals

NEJM

JAMA

Eff Clin 

Pract

JAMA

Medical Device & Diagnostic 

Industry

Health Facts and Fears

JAMA
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Virtual Mentor

Eff Clin Pract

Annals of Internal Medi-

cine

HER-2 The Making of Herceptin, a Revolutionary 

Treatment for Breast Cancer

The Scientist

NEJM

New England Journal of Medicine Sci-

ence Editor

Med 

Care

NEJM

NEJM

NEJM

Qual Saf Health 

Care

Qual Saf Health Care

NEJM
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