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On the future of regenerative medicine of human cell
— Its philosophy, limitations and future opportunities —

Shin-ichi Nishikawa!™d O Masanori Fukushima?”
10 Laboratory for Stem Cell Biology, Center for Developmental Biology, RIKEN
200 Department of Clinical Trial Design & Management, Translational Research Center, Kyoto University Hospital

Abstract

0 O This article is a record of the discussion between Prof. Shin-ichi Nishikawa, a leading researcher on regen-
erative medicine, and Prof. Masanori Fukushima, a leading researcher/physician in various fields of medicine,
e.g., medical oncology, clinical trial methodology, pharmaco-epidemiology, etc.

0 O The discussion covered a wide range of issues, from clinical evaluation of regenerative medicine, to the
philosophical aspects of medicine in the future, medical economics, religion, particularly focusing on the limits
of medical science in dealing with human resources such as fetus cell. Nishikawa supports such medical sci-
ence from the standpoint of* post-modernism bioethics” , to seek social consensus through widely disclosed
discussion. Fukushima is somewhat skeptical about such medical technology, based on critical perspectives
from his extensive experience. He stressed the importance of spirituality and natural human existence.

0 O The discussion should encourage more debate on the future of medical technology and its philosophical
background.
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Table 1 Historical background of fetus tissue/cell transplantation researches
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