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Profanities in anatomy labs: A consideration
around the unethical conducts of a Japanese cosmetic surgeon
in a clinical anatomy practice

Takeo Saio *

Department of Internal Medicine and Psychiatry, Fuji Toranomon Orthopedic Hospital

Abstract

Background : In December 2024, a Japanese cosmetic surgeon was criticized for posting pictures of
cadavers to her blog as unethical practice. The pictures were taken at her clinical anatomy training held
overseas.

Purpose : To summarize profanatory behaviors of anatomical trainees in anatomy labs.

Method : Narrative non-systematic review on profanatory behaviors of anatomical trainees.

Results : Medical students rarely behave such manners that undermine the dignity of the dead who
donated their body for cadaver dissection to serve anatomical education. Those immodest behaviors like
dirty jokes with cadavers or application of either the parts or the whole of the corpse to irreverent conducts
are referred to as cadaver antics. The perpetrator’s purpose of cadaver antics includes coping behaviors
against anatomy lab associated stress or solidification of team bonding with fellows at medical schools.
Cadaver dissection had been regarded as one of the rites of passage with medical students until recently, and
expressing macho joke-about-death performance had been deemed to show their fearlessness to corpses.
Discussion and conclusion : In Japan, both academic literature and discourse on the internet infrequently
describe profanatory behaviors of anatomical trainees, and those misdemeanors are occasionally explained
as merely inconceivable, unrealistic urban legends which do not dovetail with our literature review in this
article. Extraordinary experience with dissection might evoke temporary mood elevation which could
inspire those kinds of profanatory behaviors. And overwhelming stress with cadaver dissection could
possibly bring on brief reactive psychosis to medical students once in a great while which would come to
thoughtless acts. Also, formalin used to treat cadavers might have psychotoxic property which cause a
couple of transient psychiatric symptoms. Because profanatory behaviors of anatomical trainees seldom
come to the fore, it is hard to perform field surveys as well as precautions of profanities in anatomy labs
which indicates the need for alternative methods to cadaver dissection to teach gross anatomy.
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