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Noblesse oblige of the WMA in peril:

Save its honor at the Diamond Anniversary '

Takeo Saio *?
Department of Internal Medicine and Psychiatry, Fuji Toranomon Orthopedic Hospital

R TmE HEB
(Trans. by Saio T)

Abstract

At the 60th anniversary of the Declaration of Helsinki (DoH), its core principle to prioritize patient
interests to scientific goal has been exposed to peril.

Though a critic sparsely points out that this principle contradicts the placebo clause, the author
conceives that the placebo clause should be changed because it contradicts the CIOMS guidelines for
implementing the DoH in resource-limited settings.

This discrepancy of opinion is attributable from the difference between utilitarianism and deontology.
We should engrave that the most part of the World Medical Association (WMA)’s statements have been
based on deontology until now.

The critic mentioned above also argues that research regulations issued by regulatory authorities are
enough for protecting research participants. However, the WMA is not a regulatory authority but a
professional body controlled by the professional autonomy of the medical doctors around the world. Thus,
the WMA can voluntarily constitute its basic principles including the core principle of the DoH should not
be constrained by regulatory authorities.

The WMA should save its honor through procedural justice with ensuring accountability toward this
contradiction between placebo clause and core principles of the DoH.
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1. EHICHY 5 PAER]

1.1 EAEROEBEE VI RECE EX

HREMZ (WMA) & KEEMZ (AMA) 28 [0y Y FES] (DoH) &ETY D7D L T % 7
DOHIRZHD > BIRHEIZ20244E8 HY > v + v DC TR S M= ORI, WHEHBEVTC2Lo %
W KERE S MRS JAMA) (ciE X h=?. Zhid, REFZRNS R EE#ES (OHRP) % R DAL
TR L 721820 D Jerry Menikoff [RIZK 58 DTH 5.

Hix, BEOMEAMEOHN LD EAT 2 L5 DoHOHMEFEIZBIET 2 k5% L7 &
OEFRFHNIES MR ENTELL DT, H8MH, HAVVEHE2BVIT ) v o -V H LT —v 3 VI
X NZBGETHEELTIIETHEICHEI N TS, i3, 2024410 12 DoH eET A FRIR X 7160 J&4 % W
AB12H720, ZOPENEZHEYEOFANCE SRS Z LA BELIZDOTH 5.

1.2 EMOEHEFRFZOENORERT

ZoEER, bR I FZOENCHK TS Y 2 x—vESY, ROMMEEHEY (3 h g DoH T
BIHEN3), BMEOHMIETZ) ZRVESY 5L, WMARTEL 203 RTOEKHNFHEI D4 H
EHEOTREDTH S,

L& BRI, FEEOHI BT 2 72010 PN EI A HPEIC 35 2 L 2BURSE 2> 5 #BHT 615
EL726, FTOFRB#EITHIRLES T, MRETHIZLEEHETSTHAS.

ZO X Axtarid, BHRERR 2 R V4 — ¥ & GRBRENEEA & OB ORI T 1 v ihika &tk
WTHZ DS 5.

1.3 R EZEDORE L X5

Menikoff iZ, NILEY b - LA — 19 THRARENT WS, %% L BIROFHPE LXK AN LSV TEH LT T
Y% . Menikoff i, DoH D HEIIRHIA [HEEETH 5 £ 4R ] (therapeutic misconception), $ &b
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WMAZBHEY G Tid <, MARPOERMOTe 7 29 3 Fb - F— b 7 3 —THE X T 6k
M{ATH D, DoHDHAERIRNZ &4 WMA ORAFS MMM F IR 2 h 3 e D TidA.
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EDFIHFIIRI-NF-EETH 5.
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