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Retraction unexplained: On the incomprehensive retraction by Cureus 
Editorial Board of “Increased Age-Adjusted Cancer Mortality After the 
Third mRNA-Lipid Nanoparticle Vaccine Dose During the COVID-19 
Pandemic in Japan”, a Japanese translation of which was published in 
Clinical Evaluation Vol. 52, No. 1.＊

The original article of above-mentioned Japanese translation was submitted to Cureus Journal of 
Medical Science, and after the peer-review process, accepted on April 1, 2024, finally published on 
April 8. Its Japanese translation was published on July 1, in our journal Clinical Evaluation Vol. 52, No. 
1. Then on July 2, the authors/translators informed us that the Cureus Editor-in-Chief retracted this 
article. Because the Cureus retraction notification does not specify the specific data or descriptions of 
the texts of this article as the reason of retraction, we asked the author to provide the following informa-
tion. The author requested us to disseminate following information, regarding the issue of this retrac-
tion.

Editor-in-Chief, Clinical Evaluation
(July 20, 2024)

Rinsho Hyoka（Clinical Evaluation）．2024；52（2）：273－4.

＊  This article is based on the notice originally posted online on July 20, 2024, in the website of this journal, Vol. 52. 1 (see URL 
below). It has been published again in the printed issue, Vol. 52, No. 2. Both the online and printed versions remain valid and the 
position of the Editor-in-Chief of Clinical Evaluation has been officially succeeded by the successor.
http://cont.o.oo7.jp/52_1/521_6590eng.pdf
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臨床評価　52巻2号　2024

Chronology of Events Surrounding the Publication and Retraction by 
Cureus Editorial Board of “Increased Age-Adjusted Cancer Mortality After 
the Third mRNA-Lipid Nanoparticle Vaccine Dose During the COVID-19 
Pandemic in Japan” doi: 10.7759/cureus.57860: Authors’ Testimony

1.  The paper was submitted to the Cureus Journal of Medical Science on 8 Oct. 2023. It underwent peer 
review, responding to all the comments from reviewers, in official process of peer review. The paper 
was accepted by the editor-in-chief on 1 Apr. 2024 and published online on 8 Apr. 2024.
https://www.cureus.com/articles/196275-increased-age-adjusted-cancer-mortality-after-the-third-
mrna-lipid-nanoparticle-vaccine-dose-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-in-japan#!/

2.  According to available metrics, the paper was viewed approximately 287,000 times in the first three 
months after publication. It received attention on various social networking services, including com-
mentary from international experts.
https://rumble.com/v4pjyex-caner-after-covid-vaccination.html

3.  On 26 Jun. 2024, Cureus published the following statement on their website: "The Editors-in-Chief 
have retracted this article. Upon post-publication review, it has been determined that the correlation 
between mortality rates and vaccination status cannot be proven with the data presented in this article. 
As this invalidates the conclusions of the article, the decision has been made to retract. The authors 
disagree with this retraction."
https://www.cureus.com/articles/196275-increased-age-adjusted-cancer-mortality-after-the-third-
mrna-lipid-nanoparticle-vaccine-dose-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-in-japan/retraction#!/

4.  Following the retraction, several researchers and other journals have expressed concerns about 
Cureus’s decision to retract this paper.
https://childrenshealthdefense.org/defender/japanese-study-covid-vaccines-cancer-mortality/?utm_
id=2024070

We, the authors of the original paper, collectively confirm that the above account is accurate to the best 
of our knowledge.

Miki Gibo，Seiji Kojima，Akinori Fujisawa，Takayuki Kikuchi，Masanori Fukushima
(July 17, 2024)
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＊  本稿は，本誌52巻1号Websiteに2024年7月20日オンライン掲載した通知文（下記URL参照）を52巻2号掲載記事
とした．52巻1号Website掲載版，本号掲載版とも有効であり，「臨床評価」編集長の立場は現後任において継承され
ている．
http://cont.o.oo7.jp/52_1/521_6590.pdf

本誌52巻1号掲載「日本におけるCOVID-19パンデミック時のmRNA脂質ナノ
粒子ワクチン3回接種後のがん年齢調整死亡率の上昇」（翻訳）の原本論文の理解
困難な撤回について＊

本誌52巻1号に掲載の表記翻訳の原本は，2023年10月8日にCureus Journal of Medical Scienceに投稿され，
査読を経て2024年4月1日受理，同月8日公表された．和訳掲載の本誌52巻1号は同年7月1日に刊行された．
その後，6月26日に原本論文がCureus編集長名で撤回されたことについて，7月2日に著者である翻訳者よ
り本誌に連絡があった．Cureusの撤回通知文において論文中の撤回の根拠となる特定のデータや記載が明
示されていないため，著者に問い合わせたところ以下の情報を掲載してほしいとの依頼があった．

「臨床評価」編集長
（2024年7月20日）

「日本におけるCOVID-19パンデミック時のmRNA脂質ナノ粒子ワクチン
3回接種後のがん年齢調整死亡率の上昇」 doi: 10.7759/cureus.57860
Cureus編集部による撤回に関する事実経過について：原著者全員の証言

1．本論文はCureus Journal of Medical Scienceに2023年10月8日に投稿，正規の査読において全てのコメン
トに回答し，2024年4月1日にeditor-in-chiefよりアクセプト，同年4月8日にオンライン上に出版された．
https://www.cureus.com/articles/196275-increased-age-adjusted-cancer-mortality-after-the-third-mrna-
lipid-nanoparticle-vaccine-dose-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-in-japan#!/

2．出版後3か月で約28万7千閲覧（online article views）され，ソーシャルネットワーキングサービス上で
も諸外国の有識者による解説をされるなど反響を得ている．
https://rumble.com/v4pjyex-caner-after-covid-vaccination.html

3．2024年6月26日にweb上で「編集長はこの論文を撤回した．出版後の検証の結果，死亡率とワクチン接
種状況との相関関係は，この論文で示されたデータでは証明できないと判断された．これは論文の結論を
無効にするものであり，撤回を決定した．著者らはこの撤回に同意しない」と表示された．
https://www.cureus.com/articles/196275-increased-age-adjusted-cancer-mortality-after-the-third-mrna-
lipid-nanoparticle-vaccine-dose-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-in-japan/retraction#!/

4．複数の研究者やジャーナルにより，本論文のCureus編集部による撤回に対する疑問が表されている．
https://childrenshealthdefense.org/defender/japanese-study-covid-vaccines-cancer-mortality/?utm_id=2024070

以上の通り，原著者全員が上記の説明が我々の知る限り正確であることを確認する．

宜保美紀，小島勢ニ，藤沢明徳，菊池貴幸，福島雅典
（2024年7月17日）

Rinsho Hyoka（Clinical Evaluation）．2024；52（2）：275.
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