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Points to note when interpreting on Excess Deaths presented
by the National Institute of Infectious Diseases in Japan

Yasusi Suzumura
YSP Medical Information Laboratory, Japan

Abstract

Excess mortality is used as an indicator to estimate COVID-19-related deaths. The author believes
that it is appropriate to use the number of excess deaths minus exiguous deaths (Subtraction-E) presented
in the graph of the total number on deaths of excess and exiguous deaths dashboard in Japan by the
National Institute of Infectious Diseases (NIID), when comparing excess deaths over a specified period in
Japan published abroad with those of the NIID. In contrast, the NIID stated Subtraction-E is statistically
incorrect. However, it stated that getting “a rough sense of the scale of excess deaths” (Scale-A) by
Subtraction-E is possible. What the public wants to know is an indicator that makes it possible to recognize
Scale-A. The author asked the NIID why Subtraction-E is statistically incorrect and why the graph of the
total number of deaths has not been improved to present a single indicator that can provide Scale-A. No
response has been received. Therefore, the statistical validity of Subtraction-E has not been clarified, nor
the reason for not improving the graph. Another problem is that the definition of excess deaths by the NIID
differs from that by the World Health Organization, and the NIID website does not explain the impact of
this difference. The validity of the excess deaths’ range definition has areas for consideration. The author
hopes this paper will stimulate discussion of these issues and questions among experts.

Key words
COVID-19, excess deaths, exiguous deaths, National Institute of Infectious Diseases, estimation method

Rinsho Hyoka (Clinical Evaluation). 2024 ; 52(1) : 43-58.



ERPREFM 52%&1% 2024

hék

AHE LI AL T v F 7 A L 2 EGYERHEAE B M 5 20 ORI L LTl S Tn 5. st
TARIN TS HADFRE U 7= I O e i & E GRS (BUT [ESEE]) Dz h & % s
53580213, HAOEMEE KM DILCER L v v 2K — FORMT 7 7 TR S 3 B & @b
FWCEEG N (LT [5IE5HE]) B THKT 2 Z L@\ Th 2 L FE3IELS. —J, BGNd (5]
EHERBWEIEICT S T d ] Ll 220, ZRICXD [TRE » o EECORERE] (BIT [
&AL 2HBZL3VEETH B L Lz, BEIRDEID 20 DIFRBIRA AR5 Z 28RS IRETH 5. 5l
EEE AW AINCGE > T 2 Bl KO [HEEA 2515 Z & A TREZA HADHEE] 24R T2 5 &9
1277 7 %R UL WEEA2REFZEEINIEM L2, B, S oERIE o WEh 572, ZD70,
SIREEDORYMEL KUY 7 7 2R L WEHNIW S 22k 5 a5 7z, RN OB T KD E RS
WHODZNEIZHE LD LR, TOREEELMOWeb Y 4 P THML T AWMEHETHS. HiZid
AEIEC R L ¥ VERORUEICERETORMY H 5. A2 LT, HMRIZE 2 Zh s OREA -
SEMRUCPET B im0 8 L9 % 2 & 2 FH T 5.

F—7—F
BT O A L ARG, BBBIEC R, TR, SRR, Hed ik



1. (ZU®IC

[ I ] (excess mortality) & W9 BE&IE,
1973 1S AR fERERE (WHO) 12k 4 v 7L
T AR R B 0 A R LA A f R A A
e LT ahs?, HAIZEWTS, 41V 7
LTV FREACEREEREEESE BT
1998 4F- & 0 AL B O E A IThh T X 2=V,
FI T v F 4 L 2 EGE RS E B A
372 DHEEEE U@t R X Tn
%7 WHOIZHEEBL K E [EIIc P E RS
U L fEBFR R OIEC RO ] EEHKRL T
%%, HATIRE S EGYEMFZE (LT [REGemE])
P ABECREAZLTVWS Y, ZoMEIZ
JBAEFEOHM I ;o A L ZRGES KT F
INAHF Y —FRK—=F LUF [7 FN4 5 Y —FK—
F) IcAME chTEAY. ZoHEIcEoOn
TYAAT 4 TISEEEC A #E LT & 72,
EHEFEC LT HR T 7 7 4 )L REYYE R E AE
CLADIEEDREEL 25, Lz ->T, il
ARG B3B3 2 O BICARE T 5 B8s
HY, BGHFIRD &S 1ITF LT3 Y,

KM TR X N 2RI LI T O PR
FOFCOBRMEMBRTES : DHflaa S
7 AL A REGYE & ISR L sl S h, (52
BEiZ) #ifla v o 4 L ZREYYRE & K & 4
B0, 2) Hifia v ) o A L B A L
VEIR & 2Bl X Mt dp 5 72 (fhDYRIA % B2 5E
HE B &hrz) 2, (FE23) sillaor
U AL ZEGURE AR & 5500, 3) Hifia
O 4L A RRYUE & LR SEIR & i & h
0 GO o v SRS & B RN )
flrNEIA I & 3 5580 (B2, WA
ZLR M EEOZALICE S FR o B ki &
25C). — AT, FREMCHMI a4
U A SEGURE DAY & B ESEIR & B 500 (il 2
i, REHEIRIE, B, 4 V7T VS
DREYYEIZ K BFEL) 258 KO B & 0

EZ

AN
iz

=N
Wz

Clin Eval 52 (1) 2024

DU, BT O AL 2 RYE A
VR & § 2B AR T 22 LB D

(SR

&GO [HARDO BB K DI TEE L v
vaR—FY csunid, T8 & [EE] o
757 (LT [#Nrs 7], BEss7]) B4
BlEh b, B2 T 7 CigeE LR o
WIEC R & MDA CRP IR E NS DKL T,
A5 7 TIREZ E OB EES R S R
5. fEEAFE, EESMICERERN 2 B LTO
EREH B B KEER VHiERE Y 4 — (CDC) D
% Farrington 7 )L T Y X AR WS Twn
29 @tk X HEACRIE, BIEOEE KA
G LITHiE S BECE (PHISEC D midfEE)
BECZDI5% FHFHIXME (LR - TR &,
FEEEOR L (BHECE) 0oL v O TH
mENBT

EFORET — 2 L A2 ERECEITE I &I
AN B Y (LU [t ).

RTERTEUTOIIITEFKR SN S.

[EREAETHOTEE]
BAFETCH=TFRISETH
EREBRETHL O LEBE"
=ERSETH —FRETH
BAFETH< FRIFETH
E#@RETHL > DO TRE"
=ERSETH —FRETH
BAIFE T =95% Al FRAIXE LIREDOHZ S
E#@RETHL > DOTRE"
=£LRIFE T — 95% A A-F 8| X [E _E FR{E
BAETH=95% I FAXBETREOHZE
EREBRETHL S OLEBE"
=EAIFETH — 95% F A FRIXE T IRE
EBUAIFETE < 95% FlF Al X E_LR{E
B> BHAIFETH > 95% A A FAXETIRE
BAFECH=TFRFETEH
BB THL > O TFRE =0
BAFECH< FRFETEH
ERERETHL > O EBE =0
* B2 T 712V CiE, EEEEECKL Y YO
Rt 3 KOV FBREAS 0 L F OIA T 1, Mkt
ZEHR L 22100 LU S FRMEA AR L 3.



ERPREFM 52%&1°% 2024

¥, EEEEECEOREHOBEIZE, el
RO EEHE R L O IR T oEETEEmt L
7211272 OEGE = EE O FREFEFEEIE K & LTy
7z (IHAR), 202243 H & b &2EOIECH K
& 0 HFEEEIEC R A EER S S EIC 0
botz (FHR). ZOMIZONTIE6HiCFHT
%.

[BREJ 77 CRRENZBBRETCH EBDIETH]
LA 77 ZADOBE 3B 5 7T
ORISR (DT R ])
I Eh, v 4 F 20T [HodHE] »

AT RIZIE X N5, 1852 L 72 IR o L
WIECBOAFHER R 7 T 7 128 W GEME T
Bdr0 R ERELTERENS (Fig
1). BREERECRE, ZOEEDZDHHBFTOL,
L@ﬁ@&&%.&h ARG C RO S
$iE, EREHOWeb ¥ 4 MZBWTHREI AT
w&wtb FEHEIZOHEEMEIZ L 7.
ZOHHIC XD, HEFERBBIEC KO A R
HIEC KD 2V IEDIECRIZ L TnwWBb 2 &
MR L7z, S OFEIEA Y 24— v MW
TABLY.

Fig.1 Excess and Exiguous Deaths Dashboard in Japan, Total Number of Deaths
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Fig. 2 Excess and Exiguous Deaths Dashboard in Japan, Weekly Deaths
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Table 1 Excess deaths nationwide, including all causes (January to July)
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Table 2 Excess and Exiguous deaths nationwide, including all causes (January to October)
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