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Abstract

On September 4, 2021, approximately 1 year and 9 months after the first case report of a new
coronavirus infectious disease (COVID-19) in December 2019, we held a second-round web-based round-
table discussion on the COVID-19 response, following the previous one on October 23, 2020, published in
Clinical Evaluation Vol. 48, No. 3. Our objective is to clarify the facts and issues of the current situation and
establish the foundation to overview future perspectives as preparedness for emerging challenges,
integrating multi-trans-interdisciplinary knowledge, such as statistics, mathematical modeling, sociology,
ethics, and biomedical and public health sciences. The prominent facts that we experienced during one
year since the previous discussion are several times of emergency crises, economic distress in specific
categories of business, misallocation of medical resources, rapid development of effective vaccines as well
as promising therapeutic drugs, with remaining issues of disparity of global scale.

Discussants in each field have made presentations on their experience and interests related to this
pandemic and suggested future prospects. Based on these discussions, they clarified the urgent need for
multi-interdisciplinary collaboration to overcome this pandemic and preparedness for next possible future
health crisis.

Key words
COVID-19, risk science, precautionary principle, ethical, legal, social implication (ELSI), data-driven
policy, regulatory science
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