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Research Meeting and Webinar
on Cutaneous Leishmaniasis (CL):

Research and development for neglected
diseases and associated social issues”

Part 1 Cutaneous Leishmaniasis (CL) Research Meeting

Organizer: Drugs for Neglected Diseases initiative (DND1)
Co-organizer: Institute of Tropical Medicine, Nagasaki University
(Monday, December 7, 2020, Web meeting by Zoom)

Part 2 Webinar: Cutaneous Leishmaniasis (CL)

Organizer: School of Tropical Medicine and Global Health, Nagasaki University (TMGH)
Co-organizer: Institute of Tropical Medicine, Nagasaki University
Cooperation: Drugs for Neglected Diseases initiative (DNDz)
Médecins Sans Frontieres (MSF)
Moderators: Fumiko Hirabayashi, TMGH/DND: Japan
Clara van Gulik, Médecins Sans Frontiéres
(Friday, March 5, 2021, Webinar by Zoom)
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Abstract

Cutaneous leishmaniasis (CL), which is transmitted through the bite of sandflies that carry the
Leishmania parasite, has been recognized as a source of great distress and discomfort to the afflicted, and
although not life-threatening has devastating effects on local communities. The skin lesions caused by CL
leave disfiguring, life-long scars that bring severe social stigma, particularly for women and children.
Despite having been designated by the World Health Organization as one of the 20 Neglected Tropical
Diseases (NTDs), research efforts and social awareness of CL remain limited.

The CL Research Meeting (Part 1) was organized on 7 December 2020 jointly by DND4, a not-for-
profit organization developing new treatments for NTDs, and the Institute of Tropical Medicine, Nagasaki
University, a leading scientific institute in Japan for tropical medicine research. Participants included
scientists, drug discovery specialists and researchers engaged in CL clinical trials in endemic areas, and
the meeting was aimed at sharing the latest global research updates, future directions in research and
development (R&D), and progress reports on research efforts by Japanese scientists.

Following the Research Meeting, the CL Webinar (Part 2) was held on March 5, 2021 by the School of
Tropical Medicine and Global Health, Nagasaki University (TMGH) for discussions on humanitarian and
psychosociological aspects of CL. The Webinar was the first attempt in Japan to systematically assess the
impact of CL on vulnerable and displaced populations, including mental health, and examine knowledge
gaps and share up-to-date research findings to facilitate R&D efforts on new tools to deal with this disease.

The CL Research Meeting and the CL Webinar provided opportunities for wide-ranging discussions
from multiple perspectives. These discussions will be continued, with the ultimate aim of accelerating
R&D related to CL further through collaborations between a diverse set of stakeholders.

Key words
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social stigma, humanitarian and psychosociological impacts

Rinsho Hyoka (Clinical Evaluation). 2021 ; 49(2) : 135-234.

A video-recorded version of the Webinar (Part 2) and related materials can be accessed at the following websites.

(Websites in English)
Clinical Evaluation Vol. 49, No. 2 :
http://cont.0.007.jp/49 _2/49 2contents_e.html
School of Tropical Medicine and Global Health, Nagasaki University (TMGH) :
http://www.tmgh.nagasaki-u.ac.jp/
DNDi :
https://dndi.org
Institute of Tropical Medicine, Nagasaki University :
http://www.tm.nagasaki-u.ac.jp/nekken/

(Websites in Japanese)
[ERIRETHN | 498275
http://cont.0.007.jp/49_2/49 2contents.html
Rl K27 B R SAITSET -
http://www.tm.nagasaki-u.ac.jp/nekken/
DND:i Japan *
https://www.dndijapan.org
Rl KA RZE B RS - 70 — L AL AR
http://www.tmgh.nagasaki-u.ac.jp/
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