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Abstract

This article is a record of lectures and discussions at the Open Seminar organized by the Clinical
Research Risk Management Study Group, titled, “Achievements of AMED and exponential research and
development in Japan: Strategies as a leading country to solve the issues of an aging society,” held on
December 4, 2018.

The Japan Agency for Medical Research and Development (AMED) was established in 2015 and leads
academia-initiated research and development (R&D) in Japan. AMED has proceeded with management
strategies in fields such as drug development, regenerative medicine, cancer, neurological/psychiatric
diseases, infectious diseases, and rare diseases. The rapid progress of health technology is accompanied by
emerging ethical issues such as the use of a large amount of personal data and genome manipulation.
Simultaneously, a solution is expected in the global situation of an aging society. To provide overviews of
actual R&D and future prospects, we invited two honorable lecturers, Professor Makoto Suematsu and
Professor Masanori Fukushima.

Professor Makoto Suematsu, the President of AMED, talked about their mission, global data sharing,
and the issues and perspectives related to the results of the projects promoted by AMED, as well as the
development of human resource and infrastructure.

Professor Masanori Fukushima, the Director of the Translational Research Center for Medical Innovation
(TRI), Foundation for Biomedical Research and Innovation at Kobe, introduced the achievements of R&D
activities for which the TRI has been engaged in management.

This record is published here to provide a valuable document to overview the R&D programs, pipeline
formulation in the health innovation strategy in Japan, and R&Ds actual achievements in the ultimate goal
of disease control.
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