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Abstract
　　Just a little over a decade ago, research and development (R&D) for neglected diseases was stagnant. 
Since then, neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) have been defined, product development partnerships 
(PDPs) have been established, and private and academic sectors have been mobilized to work together. 
This has brought about a huge movement that has grown around NTDs. PDPs have acted as an effective 
catalyst in encouraging Pharma and academia to engage in these diseases, various forms of innovative 
public private partnerships have been developed, and new treatments are in the pipeline.
　　Much has been achieved over the past 13 years, but we have still got work to do. Sustaining not just 
the funding but sustaining the expertise is a real issue. Involving disease endemic countries in drug R&D 
is also an important challenge. PDPs, government, Pharma, academia will all remain responsible for 
ensuring that developed drugs are used effectively in the settings of poverty or broken health systems. All 
drugs created and approved need nurturing.
　　In the middle of these huge changes globally, Japan has demonstrated great potential with its 
government’s commitment and the dedicated efforts by top-level scientists. As global R&D into NTDs and 
other neglected diseases is advancing, increased efforts are needed to secure funding for further 
innovation, ensure effective use of developed drugs, and promote partnership-based R&D models. Japan is 
expected to continue making significant contributions as one of the key players.

Key words
product development partnerships (PDPs), neglected tropical diseases (NTDs), research funding, research 
and development (R&D), innovation
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