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Abstract
　　This is the record of the true story given in a lecture in Tokyo by Professor Young-Joon Ryu, who is a 
world-famous whistle-blower who revealed the scientific misconduct of Hwang Useok, one-time professor 
of Seoul National University, who reported in Science about the “evidence” of pluriopotent human 
embryonic stem cell line derived from a cloned blastocyte.
　　The fabricated evidence was reported by Hwang in 2004 and 2005 and Ryu was one of the co-authors 
of this first report in 2004. These results were extremely welcomed in the community of science, 
economics, and political parties in South Korea at that moment.
　　A technology of somatic cell nuclear transfer (SCNT) derived pluripotent human embryonic stem (ES) 
cell (SCNT-hES) has been ethically controversial because (1) this technology may lead to technology of 
“cloned human being” which is prohibited in international community; (2) SCNT-hES experimentation 
requires the donation of a substantial number of eggs from women; (3) hES technology requires destruction 
of human embryos, which is a beginning of human life. Hwang has successful experience of generating 
cloned animals; however, no one has proved successful evidence of human SCNT technology until now. 
Although Hwang’s report of SCNT-hES was suspicious, it had been difficult for scientists in South Korea to 
discuss about it because Hwang was greatly supported by Korean politicians and scientific authorities, as 
well as enthusiastic mass media.
　　Professor Ryu talked about his true motivation of whistle-blowing. It was not only because Hwang’s 
report was suspicious, but also Hwang planned to “make use of” an eight-year-old boy of partially paralyzed 
to include him in a clinical trial of SCNT-hES transplantation. Professor Ryu knew well about toxicity of 
this type of stem cell and revealed the “truth” which caused intense debates in Korean Society and the 
world.
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