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Dark tourism: Is it a challenge to the dignity
of humanity or a journey of requiescat?

Takeo Saio
Department of Internal Medicine and Psychiatry, Fuji Toranomon Orthopedic Hospital

Abstract

Background : After the Great East Japan Earthquake of 2011, tourism to the quake hit zone has been
promoted. As part of this promotion, the plan to remake the destroyed Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power
Plants as a tourist attraction of dark tourism is controversial. But the exploration of both the concept and
impacts of dark tourism is still insufficient in Japan.

Method : Non-systematic, narrative review of literature concerning dark tourism.

Results : Though popular definitions of dark tourism are value neutral, dark tourism has serious ethical
issues such as commodification of death while it has moralistic significance to respect sanctity of life. With
the terror management theory (TMT) of sociopsycho-thanatological perspective, dark tourism has a
potential to provoke adoration of death paradoxically.

Conclusions : Though Janus-faced dark tourism might soften the resistance to the military affair or
terroristic activity, we should not hesitate promoting dark tourism to enlighten the lay people on the ethical
dimensions of humanity.
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Table 1 Definitions of dark tourism and its synonymy
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black spot tourism, grief tourism, thanatourism, tragic tourism, negative sightseeing, morbid tourism, disaster
tourism, atrocity tourism, phoenix tourism, vulture tourism, milking the macabre, fright tourism, doomsday
tourism, poverty tourism, slum tourism, horror tourism, hardship tourism, tragedy tourism, warfare tourism,
battlefield tourism, war tourism, genocide tourism, Holocaust tourism, prison tourism, cemetery tourism, ghost
tourism, suicide tourism, slavery heritage tourism, nuclear tourism, holidays in hell, thana-capitalism
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dark site, dark tourism attraction (DTA), traumascape, uncomfortable heritage site (UHS), difficult heritage,
negative heritage
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Table 4 Ethical value of dark tourism
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