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Publication denied: A case analysis of infringement
of publication integrity and ethics
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Abstract

Obviously, both the editors and publishers of academic journals for medical research bear a heavy
responsibility for publishing their articles in a fair and ethical manner. In this article, we present a case of
sudden cancellation of scheduled publication of an article, which we experienced, in an influential Japanese
journal on nursing research without any logical explanation from them. The manuscript already had been
peer-reviewed and revised according to the referee’s comments. The galley proof was already marked with
corrections and ready for the publication. But the publisher suddenly cancelled its publication without any
convincing reasons. We assert their decision of cancellation of the scheduled publication infringes the
editorial integrity and independency as well as the credibility and transparency of the peer-review system

of the academic journals.
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