
－1－

Clin Eval 41

Human Research Protection Program and
IRB review in Seoul National University Hospital

─ Interview with Prof. Ock-Joo Kim 
after observation of IRB  ─

Chieko Kurihara
Molecular Imaging Center, National Institute of Radiological Sciences

Abstract
　　This is a report of the author’s experience in August 2012 of observing the meeting of the IRB 
(institutional review board) of Seoul National University Hospital (SNUH) and an interview with Prof. Ock-
Joo Kim, Department of Medical History and Medical Humanities, SNU, the Director of Center for Human 
Subject Protection of SNUH.
　　In South Korea, revision of the Bioethics and Safety Act was passed in February 2012 and enacted in 
February 2013, which expanded its scope to cover not only human embryo, genetic research but also a 
wider range of research involving human subjects.
　　At the IRBs of the SNUH, in 2011 a total of 1,501 new protocols (including 605 full reviews) were 
reviewed. After the author’s visit, the Human Research Protection Program (HRPP) of the SNUH was 
accredited by the Association for the Accreditation of Human Research Protection Programs (AAHRPP) of 
the United States.
　　It was impressive that the discussion of the SNUH-IRB was very efficiently focused on especially 
important ethical, scientific points, which have been discussed in well-known international guidelines of 
research ethics. This situation is different from IRBs in Japan which tend to take long time to discuss 
complicated administrative local issues, and generally IRB members are not familiar with internationally 
deeply discussed important points of research ethics.
　　South Korea seemed to lead bioethics in Asia and we Japanese should reconsider our role in the 
international research community.
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臨床評価

1．Revision of the human 
subject protection system 
in South Korea

2．IRB meeting at Seoul National 
University Hospital

Photo 1  Seoul National University Hospital
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Photo 2  Old building of Seoul National University Department of Medicine

Photo 3  Biomedical Research Institute
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Photo 4  Interview with Prof. Kim

Table 1　Number of protocol reviewed at SNUH IRB in 2011

# no. of protocols reviewed at SNUH IRB in 2011

exempted expedited 
initial review PMS initial full 

board review

re-review
full board 
review

total

Table 2　Number of protocol reviewed at SNUH IRB by year

# initial protocol review (full board review and expedite review) by year

# expedite review by year
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3．Quality assurance of research 
review and the research 
governance system

4．Efficient management system
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Photo 5  IRB meeting scenery of the Seoul National University Hospital

Fig. 1　Organization chart of Human Research Protection Programs in Seoul National University
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Photo 6  Prof. Kim during the meeting discussion
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5．Actual discussion on protocols
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6．After the IRB meeting

Photo 7  Prof. Kim and author



－10－

臨床評価

7．Leading bioethics 
in Asian countries
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