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Abstract
　　The Coordination, Support and Training Program for Translational Research (TR), which was initiated 
by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, was launched in 2007. In its 
instructions, 2 clinical trial launches at each TR center in accordance with the Pharmaceutical Affairs Law 
was set as the goal. As a consequence of each center’s intense effort on infrastructure development, as of 
January 2013, 18 IND (Investigational New Drug) trials are ongoing and 3 products obtained approvals and 
are already available. Another 4 seeds are under review by the authority, and will be approved soon. Thus 
the major universities in Japan have become capable of implementing drug & device development in 
accordance with the international rules, or stated another way, with the Pharmaceutical Affairs Law. This 
means that the R&D pipeline in academia has now been established. The system development has 
progressed to the point where new drug & device seeds are seamlessly becoming ready for clinical trials. 
Therefore, we will be able to decide on appropriate investment strategies by simulating how much time 
and money should be spent on which seeds/items development to achieve the targeted benefit to citizens 
from now on. The next steps are to consolidate this pipeline, evolve it further, and then globalize it. Hence 
the Ministry launched this subsequent program, the Translational Research Network Program, in the 
FY2012. The target was set higher and each center has been working on strengthening its management 
accordingly. The stage that is to be achieved at the end of this program will be the world’s pre-eminent 
example of an outstanding Life-Innovation University Hospital Alliance.
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