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Abstract

In October 2009, the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) released their
“Uniform Disclosure Form for Potential Conflicts of Interest” and the filled out sample with a short editorial
for the format. Receiving sharp retorts to this, ICMJE revised the format in July 2010. In the revision, the
most important change was deletion of two articles in the guidance to disclose “Financial relationships
involving your spouse or partner or your children (under 18 years of age)” and “Non financial associations”
(personal, professional, political, institutional, religious, or other associations).

In Japan, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) released the
report on management of conflict of interest (COI) which mainly focused on university activities in 2002,
and released another report on COI focused on clinical research activities in 2006. Then, the Ministry of
Health, Labor and Welfare (MHLW) noticed the requirement for research institutes applying for MHLW
funding to have a COI management policy and governance framework in 2008. During these periods, the
activity of ICMJE has been becoming more and more influential in the Japanese research communities, and
recently in July 2010, the Japanese Association of Medical Sciences released its guideline on COI which
especially focused on activities of academic societies in the field of medical sciences.

Accelerated by these initiatives, it is desired that COI management policies and its control system are
to be developed and also that thorough understanding of the nature of COI management is promoted in
Japanese academic societies.
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