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Abstract

Background : In October 2009, the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) uploaded
the Uniform Disclosure Form for Potential Conflicts of Interest (UDFPCOI) and its accompanying editorial
on its website. Our journal translated them into Japanese and published them in this issue.

Method : Explanatory description of the ICMJE-UDFPCOI with its appraisals.

Results : The ICMJE first published the Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical
Journals (URM) about 30 years ago and was revised several times along with issuing influential editorials
on topics about research integrity. Though the latest version of the URM takes public funding sources as
examples of conflict of interest (COI), the ICMJE-UDFPCOI does not request descriptions of COIs around
public funds in its clause of “Relevant financial activities outside the submitted work”. As the ICMJE-
UDFPCOI is made only for the authors of research articles, the URM also describes the existence of COIs
with reviewers and editors.

Conclusions : The ICM]JE should revise the UDFPCOI to comply with the latest URM which they
themselves published for consistency.

Key words
International Committee of Medical Journal Editors ICMJE), uniform format, conflicts of interest,
disclosure, editorial policies
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Association, Croatian Medical Journal, Annals of
Internal Medicine, National Library of Medicine,
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Table 2 Characteristics of the uniform format
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