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Will priority medicines come true? [ A critical reflection

Takeo Saio
Fuji-Toranomon Health Promotion Center

Abstract

BackgrounddIn November 2004, a report entitled Priority Medicines for Europe and the World” was issued
by the World Health Organizatiorid WHOU. The report was prepared in conjunction with the next research
Framework Programmél FP 70of EU 2007-2010 as requested by the Netherlands. But the impact of the report
on pharmaceutical innovation is still unknown.

ObjectivellTo review the notion of priority medicines” as proposed in the report and determine their impact
on drug innovation.

Method Appraising the methodology used and the outcomes of the report.

ResultdJAlthough the methodology used in the report was well-structured, strategic, and evidence-based, the
primary hypothesis of* commonality of interest” between developed countries and developing countries was
not realistic. As the report maintained the need for new drugs for chronic conditions, EU would not develop
such drugs in the short term. In addition, the 20-item list of priority diseases is quite platitude because the
importance of these diseases in public health is already well-known. In the report, previously identified problems
with no clear-cut solutions were again brought up without any new concrete solutions presented.
ConclusioriJAlthough the report presents a comprehensive overview of the situation of world health, the notion
of priority medicine has yet no impact on drug development in Europe and the rest of the world.
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Fig. 1 Identifying gapsCl unmet therapeutic needs[T] a public health perspective
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Fig. 2 Cognitive dimension of the cognitive continuum framework
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Table 7 Method used for the analysis
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Table 10 Recommendations for closing pharmaceutical gaps
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