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Abstract

Training of institution personnel in rufining clinical trials under the new Japanese Good Clinical Prac-
tice guidelines is a way of improving the quality of clinical research work in Japan. It allows presentation
of new information, discussion of new ideas between participants and also learning of practical techniques
for the day to day running of clinical trials. A pilot course for training investigators and other institution
staff was run at Asahikawa Medical College in December 1999. There were 13 attendees on the course and
topics covered a range of key areas in conducting clinical trials. Attendees were asked to rate the individ-
ual modules and the overall course on a scale of 1 to 10. Results showed that the most useful modules were
on obligations of the investigator and patient recruitment while the least useful module was on quality con-
trol and quality assurance. The course was well received overall with all participants rating the course as
good or very good. Training has an important part to play in the implementation of the new GCP in Japan
and courses specifically designed for institution clinical research personnel are useful to those involved in
running clinical trials.
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Table 1 The mean, median and range of scores on of 1-10 for each training course
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Fig. 2 Summary most and least useful modules

Table 2 Participants rating on the length of the course and the level of difficulty of the course
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Table 3 Comments from participants on specific modules and on the course overall
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