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Abstract

There have been heated discussions on inteflectual properties on drugs in the international health
scene in the last few years. These discussions focused mainly on the conflict of interests between phar-
maceutical firms' trade secrets and the rights of developing countries to access pharmaceuticais. Gov-
ernment representatives, as well as NGOs from both industry and consumer sectors, had debated on the
issue at the World Health Assembly in 1998, followed by ad hoc Working Group meetings, and eventu-
ally the adoption of the WHA resolution on Revised drug strategy in 1999. In the same vear, the
Japanese Ministry of Health and Welfare (MHW) decided to abolish the publication requirement of
clinical trials for new drug approval, and developed a new system of disseminating information on new-
ly approved drugs on the internet. Amid this situation, a round table discussion was held, participated
in by international health experts, clinical pharmacologists, and medica! journal editors. They recog-
nized that the abolishment of the publication requirement of clinical trials in Japan was not only a
domestic but also an international issue. They also realized that more extensive discussions would clar-
ify the role of Japan in the international health scene, particularly on the issue of the right of
possession of information on clinical trials.
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PRESCRIRE S RATING
SYETEM FOR NEW DRUGS

BRAVO
{ The drug is a major therapeatic inno-
-~ vation in an area where previously no

treatment was available.

A REAL ADVANCE

2 The product is an imporfant therapeutic
innovation but has certain limitations.

OFFERS AN ADVANTAGE

g The product has some value but does not

l- fundamentally change the present thera-
~  peutic practice.

POSSIBLY HELPFUL

The product has minimal additional
5% value, and should not change preseri-

bing habits except in rare circumstances.

S5 NOTHING NEW

&2n’ The product may be a new molecule bug
. is superfluous because it does not add to

the clinical possibilities offered by previous pro-

ducts available, In most cases it concerns a me-too

product.

NOT ACCEPTABLE

& Product without evident benefit
but with potential or real disad-
vanfages.

v JUDGMENT RESERVED

" The editors postpone their judgement
until better data and a more thorough
evaluatmn of the drug are available.

Fig. 1 Prescrire’s Rating System for New Drugs
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